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HOBY, Hugh O’Brian 
Youth Leadership 
hosted a get-to-know a 
mentor luncheon as part 
of their local summer 
seminar at the Three 
Square Food Bank. 
Sophomore students 
from across Nevada are 
nominated based on their 
performance and desire 
to change the world 
(HOBYs) to attend this 
once in a lifetime seminar 
which wishes “to inspire 
and develop our global 
community of youth 
and volunteers to a life 
dedicated to leadership, 

service and innovation.”  

We participated in 
this event to better 
understand what it 
is about and how we 
might be able to bridge 
a partnership through 
NVASLA. What stood 
out to me were the layers 
of alumni that were 
involved. In our initial 
introduction there were 
several previous alumni 
that were volunteering 
as mentors at this event. 
Also, all HOBYs were 
broken into teams. Each 
team had an ambassador 

(a junior or senior in high 
school who attended the 
seminar in the previous 
year) that was a team 
leader.

The main event which 
we were asked to 
participate was to rotate 
chronologically through 
20 or so round tables of 
eager HOBYs where one 
question was posed and 
we the mentor would 
answer to the best of our 
ability and experience. 
The organizer prompted 
questions like: “What 
do you think is the 
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Continued from page 1

biggest challenge facing 
young leaders today?” 
The HOBYs were then 
allowed to ask follow-
up questions. I think we 
individually talked to at 
least 5 tables of HOBYs 
which might have been 
40-50 students total. 
It was a rush; literally. 
Another part of this 
program is that the 
HOBYs are asked to 
work on a service project 
and work towards 100 
volunteer hours. This is 
where Jack and I both 
agreed we saw a possible 
NVASLA-HOBY synergy. 

The HOBY acronym 
may pop up in our 
communications in the 
future. Get ready!
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June 
Speaker

June  
Sponsor

Continued on page 8

by Nickie Hoffman

At our June NVASLA 
bi-monthly luncheon 
and meeting we were 
pleased to welcome once 
again, long time NVASLA 
sponsor and supporter; 
Nevada Sales Agency. 
Company President 
Kathy Wilson was, as 
always, in attendance to 
answer any questions our 
lunch guests may have 
about the vast products 
that Nevada Sales 
Agency offers.
 
Kathy presented the 
attendees with a Power 
Point about The GO 
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ATTENTION LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS!

40+ years 
of providing                    
desert-adapted 
plants to you!

www.mswn.com

1-800-840-8509

The State Board of Landscape Architecture has 
been busy and we want to let you know of some 
upcoming workshops. The workshops will cover 
continuing education and proposed revised 
language to the Nevada Administrative Code (NAC) 
623A. The first workshop will be held in the North 
on August 24, 2017 at the Nevada State Board 
of Landscape Architecture office located at 1575 
DeLucchi Lane. The morning session will cover 
continuing education and the afternoon session will 
cover the NAC proposed changes. The workshop 
for the south will be held on Thursday, November 
30, 2017 at the Nevada State Board of Architecture, 
Interior Architecture, and Residential Design 
located at 2080 E. Flamingo Road #120. The same 
format will apply with the morning session covering 
continuing education and proposed NAC changes in 
the afternoon. Stay tuned for times. We would love 
to hear from you so please plan on attending.



On a recent trip to The Shoppes at the Palazzo, I was greeted with 
a huge blue ribbon art installation in its waterfall atrium. The piece 
captivated me with its scale and flowing gradients of blue. I walked 
up to it and started to touch it and observe it at varying angles. I felt 
a meditative sense as I walked around it, which is crazy considering 
I was on the Strip surrounded by tourists gambling, shopping, 
and taking selfies. I needed to find out more about this piece, so I 
researched it on my phone immediately.

I found that the piece is named Another Sky and was created by 
Anne Patterson. Patterson designed visuals and sets for orchestras 
in the beginning of her career and has synesthesia, a neurological 
condition that causes a second sensation of a different stimulated 
sense. The art piece is made from 3,590 pieces of 47-foot long 
ribbons in 15 shades of blue. It is inspired by Beethoven’s “Pastoral” 
symphony. I found all this information fascinating and was so glad to 
have stumbled upon this piece of art.

This unexpected discovery got me thinking about other art by 
world-renowned artists scattered along the Strip. Pieces by James 
Turrell, Maya Lin, Frank Stella are a few that come to mine. We are 
so lucky to have these remarkable pieces of art in Las Vegas but 
they live on under appreciated. Locals always talk about the Strip 
in such a negative connotation, so I hope that the power of art can 
shift that position into looking at it as a gem, at least just a little.

ANOTHER SKY
by Diego Alvarez
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THANKS TO 
OUR ANNUAL
2017 SPONSORS!

OLMSTED LEVEL
 > BELGARD
 > HUNTER INDUSTRIES
 > NEVADA SALES AGENCY
 > RAINBIRD

 > VICTOR STANLEY

ECKBO LEVEL
 > GOTHIC LANDSCAPE
 > GPH IRRIGATION PRODUCTS
 > IRONSMITH
 > MOUNTAIN STATES 
    WHOLESALE NURSERY
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Outdoor Table by 
Landscape Forms.  The 
GO Outdoor Table brings 
new dimension to the 
communal table with 
integrated power that 
enables people to stay 
connected outdoors in 
the places where they 
live, learn, work, care, 
play, and travel. With 
its appealing, sleek and 
simple design it’s sure to 
add a new and exciting 
vibe to any landscape 
project.

Agency Nevada Sales 
Agency is located 

in Las Vegas, they 
are a manufacturer 
representative for lighting 
and control panels. They 
offer an extensive list 
of products including 
LED and solar options 
for all your project’s 
lighting needs and their 
experienced staff of 
lighting professionals are 
on hand to help you from 
the beginning to the end 
of your project. For more 
information on The GO 
Outdoor Table as well 
as all the other products 
available from Nevada 
Sales Agency explore 

their website at: www.
nevadasalesagency.com 
Once again we at the 
Nevada Chapter ASLA 
would like to express 
our gratitude for the 
continued support from 
Kathy Wilson and The 
Nevada Sales Agency.                

NEVADA SALES AGENCY
Continued from page 4



NVASLA

9

Email:
president
@nvasla.com 

President’s Message 
(Opinion and Nothing More) 

 
As a Landscape Architect, I wake up every morning and I am so happy that I have chosen (or it chose me) 
this profession of Landscape Architecture.  NOT REALLY! 
 
Not every day, but most days, since 2008 the business end of Landscape Architecture has been 
challenging to say the least.  There have been fewer jobs, clients that arbitrarily want to reduce fees but 
not scope, smaller projects, fewer “Heritage” type projects, and people starting their own business 
working out of their house (like I did) because they were laid off.  A positive to having less work available 
is that fewer out-of-state LA’s are trying to capitalize on our market.  I have been in meetings where we 
have pretty much agreed on scope and fee with staff and the manager walks into the room and states 
“everything looks fine, you just need to reduce your fee by 20% so we can get it approved by the 
governing entity.”  Figure that one out.  
 
However, I do see the market improving, hallelujah!  Those of us who have stuck with it and lasted 
through it all can breathe a sigh of relief, BUT you don’t recover overnight.  It’s going to take some 
recovery time or rehab to get caught up.  That’s the beauty of our profession, we don’t have a lot of 
overhead and our service is design.  We don’t spend a lot of money for supplies or products to resell. So 
our recovery time is shortened by the fact that we don’t have to unload inventory or buy the latest and 
greatest products to stay in the game. 
 
I truly believe that having ups and downs, hills and valleys, and good and bad is part of life.  God didn’t 
make us or the world perfect.  There are going to be good and bad days.  Enjoy the good days and learn 
from the bad. 
 

I do feel very privileged to be a Landscape Architect.  I can drive 
around town and see the hundreds of projects JWZ and other L.A.’s 
have designed.  I can fly in a plane and see the visual impact 
Landscape Architect designed projects have made on the 
appearance of this city.  Large and small, greenish dots are scattered 
all over the valley.  Curved roadways gently move through the 
topographic undulations.  Kids are running back and forth on 
manicured lawns.  Towering buildings are softened and shaded by 
trees.  What wonderful sights.  It is quite surreal if you really think 
about it.  The projects we have completed will still be here after my 
ashes are jarred up.  They will outlive us all! 
 
To quote Louie Armstrong from his three minute and eight second 
song, “What a Wonderful World.” 
 
So get out and enjoy every day.  While you are out there appreciate 
what you have and how Landscape Architecture affects your life. 

 
Jack Zunino, FASLA 

I just want to be a Landscape Architect!

Politics keep creeping into our profession & will continue to do so. Sunsetting, licensure, and protection of public 
health, safety, & welfare are all concerns of any responsible Landscape Architect. We need to keep ourselves versed 
on the political arena. When Lucy Joyce, Laura Miller, and I visited Capitol Hill we spoke and presented about bills and 
legislation at a National level. Here in our own state, Senator Roberson tried to push through SB330 this last session. It 
didn’t make it through, but according to CLARB & ASLA it will probably be back on the slate next session. It is referred 
to as the “Right to Earn a Living” Act. It references excessive governmental regulations that restrict a person from 
making a living. This directly refers to licensing boards (like ours) that have specific requirements that protect the 
public health, safety, & welfare through licensure.

The following are items from the bill:

•	 The right of a natural person to pursue a chosen business or profession, free from arbitrary or excessive 
governmental interference, is a fundamental right.

•	 The freedom to earn an honest living has traditionally provided the surest means for economic mobility.

•	 In recent years, many entry regulations have exceeded legitimate public purposes and have had the effect of 
arbitrarily limiting entry and reducing competition.

•	 The burden of excessive regulation is borne most heavily by natural persons outside the economic mainstream, 
for whom opportunities for economic advancement are curtailed.

We need to keep Bill (SB330) in the back of our minds. If this bill were to pass our Board, our profession and public 
health, safety, & welfare would be under attack. Our requirements could be eliminated with the Licensing Board and 
anyone wanting to practice Landscape Architecture, or call themselves a Landscape Architect, could do so without 
restrictions or qualifications. Governance and quality control would be non-existent. It could become a free-for-all. This 
bill doesn’t just attack the licensure of Landscape Architects; it would apply to any licensed profession that has specific 
requirements for licensure and especially a governing Board. Protection of the public becomes less important than 
allowing people to work in a profession they are not qualified to work in.

On a lighter note, the 2017 ASLA Annual conference on October 20th is in Los Angeles, a short 4 1⁄2 hour drive away 
from Las Vegas. I will be attending the CPC with Laura Miller prior to the conference and staying to attend workshops 
& educational sessions. Now is the time to plan your trip so you get the best rates. It is a conference and trade show 
that is fun, educational, and a great opportunity to share with fellow “greenies”.

One last thought for the month, I feel I have always been a “glass is half-full” kind of guy. There always seems to be a 
bright side to every situation.

by Jack Zunino, FASLA

PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE

Half-empty
It is 117 degrees outside! 

I owe the IRS money!

I’m getting older!

I hate my job!

Our rental flooded out!

Some plants are struggling in this heat!

I work a lot!

Make your own lists and it will brighten up your day!

Half-full
I don’t have to do yard work! 

I have money to pay the IRS! 

I’m not dead!

I love my job!

We were able to remodel our rental! 

Glad we used native plants!

I love what I do!



25 WA

Saving tomorrow’s water by starting today.  

That’s intelligent.

Visit 25Ways.RainBird.com for all the tips and  
resources you need to start saving more water.

Together, we can make a difference.
At Rain Bird, we believe that saving water is a responsibility that we all share. Our industry can have 
a tremendous impact on water conservation by installing more efficient systems and teaching 
customers how to use them correctly. To help you and your customers, we’ve condensed our 
80‑plus years of irrigation expertise into one place — 25Ways.RainBird.com — full of practical tips 
and advice to help anyone, anywhere, who wants to improve their watering efficiency.

DAVE CHANDLER
Area Specification Manager

Rain Bird Corporation

(801) 664-6798

dchandler@rainbird.com
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Create the settings for moments that
Belgard is your resource for outdoor living inspiration, planning and installation.  From charming  
walkways and welcoming patios to gourmet outdoor kitchens – the possibilities are endless.

Start now with your FREE idea book at Belgard.com/AD

last a lifetime…

RIVERS, TRAILS, AND CONSERVING NEVADA

by Laura B. Miller, PLA, ASLA

Continued on page 11

formalized a partnership to 
help communities across 
the nation plan, design, and 
manage their natural, cultural, 
and recreation resources. 
From this partnership over 80 
projects have been overseen 
and in 2016 ASLA awarded 
the Landscape Architecture 
Medal of Excellence to the 
National Park Service.  

The RTCA program has 
a 2 year maximum for 
involvement where they 
provide technical and financial 
assistance to the project at 
hand. This program is small 
but mighty! It has overseen 9 
positively communal outdoor-
loving projects in our state 
alone and more to come. 

A few upcoming state local 
projects for 2017:

o Downtown Henderson 
Parks & Open Space – The 
project goal is to add 11 acres 
of parks, trails and public 
open space in the growing 
downtown redevelopment 
area. (Location: Henderson, 
Nevada) 

o Ely Trails & 
Recreation – The project 
goal is to develop a trail and 
recreation plan and map. 
(Location: Ely, Nevada)

o Las Vegas Academy 
Open Space – The project 
goal is to transform an 
underutilized road into 
a vibrant public space. 

Deborah Reardon, Planner 
and Facilitator from the 
National Park Service - Rivers, 
Trails and Conservation 
Assistance Program (RTCA) 
and Curt Deuser, Acting 
Superintendent from the 
National Park Service - Tule 
Springs Fossil Beds National 
Monument (TUSK) were our 
June luncheon highlights.

The RTCA is an invitation 
only program hosted by 
the National Park Service 
(NPS).  In summation this 
program is where planning, 
community and outdoor 
enthusiasm come together 
through the community 
assistance arm of the National 
Park Service. A little history: 
In 2000, ASLA and the NPS 



JULY 14, 2017 

Executive Committee Meeting in 
LV 11:30 @ JW ZUNINO North 
conference call

AUGUST 2017

Mixer

Sponsor: Rainbird, Dave Chandler 
Location: TBD

AUGUST 9, 2017  

Luncheon No. 4 (confirmed)

Room B and C

Sponsor: GPH, Shelly Walker

Speaker: Lisa Ortega, Division of 
Forestry, and Brad Dasler, 
Horticulture Specialist for Clark 
County, Steve Glimp, Urban Forester 
for the City of Las Vegas – Trees, 
trees, glorious trees

11:00 a.m. set up time

11:45 a.m. start time

1:30 p.m. end time

AUGUST 11, 2017

Executive Committee Meeting in 
LV 11:30 @ JW ZUNINO

AUGUST 31, 2017

SITES AP Workshop

TBD

SEPTEMBER 1, 2017

UNLV Social Event

Friday at 5:00 p.m.

SEPTEMBER 8, 2017

Executive Committee Meeting in 
LV 11:30 @ JW ZUNINO

SEPTEMBER 15, 2017  

Park(ing) Day

Location: TBD

SEPTEMBER 23, 2017

NPS “Northwest Trails” Design 
Workshop with Deborah Reardon

TBD

OCTOBER 11, 2017 

Luncheon No. 5

Room B and C

Sponsor: Mountain States 
Wholesale Nursery, Jean Cote

Speaker: M.L. Robinson Tour of 
University of Nevada Cooperative 
Extension Garden 

11:00 a.m. set up time

11:45 a.m. start time

1:30 p.m. end time

OCTOBER 17 – 23, 2017 

CPC Annual Meetings and ASLA 
Annual Meeting 

Los Angeles

OCTOBER 13, 2017 

Executive Committee Meeting in 
LV 11:30 @ JW ZUNINO North (live 
Trustee & Chair)

2017 NVASLA SCHEDULE
NOVEMBER, TBD

Bocce Ball Social

Sponsor: TBD

Location: Leavitt Park

NOVEMBER 10, 2017 

Executive Committee Meeting in 
LV 11:30 @ JW ZUNINO

DECEMBER 1, 2017 

Pink Flamingo

Location: Honey Salt

Theme: Bells and Bows
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Its’ monumental status 
(22,650 acres) was voted in 
by Congress and therefore 
would require another act 
of Congress to change the 
designation (unlikely he 
noted). The significance of the 
monument started in the Ice 
Ages. Mammals such as the 
Saber Tooth Cat, Columbian 
Mammoth, Dire Wolf, historic 
Bison, Camel and Ground 
Sloth roamed this land. Way 
back then the environmental 
conditions were much 
different than today. There 
was an abundance of natural 
springs and it was wetter 
climate with a forest of trees. 

Moving forward in time, 
around 1964, the ‘Big Dig’ 
happened. The physical ‘Big 

Tahoe-Pyramid Bikeway trail 
that traverses tribal lands. 
(Location: Nixon, Nevada)

NVASLA will be supporting 
the Northwest Trails and Open 
Space Design Workshop on 
September 23rd from 8 a.m. 
– 3:00 p.m. which will include 
a field trip to the site. Please 
save the date!

Curt Deuser a “Restoration 
Ecologist” he called himself 
presented the significance 
and “charismatic mega fauna” 
of the Tule Springs National 
Monument (TUSK). 

He quickly noted how TUSK 
was established as the 
405th unit of the National 
Park Service Dec. 19, 2014. 

RIVERS, TRAILS, AND CONSERVING NEVADA

Continued from page 9

Continued on page 13

(Location: Las Vegas, Nevada)
 
o Northwest Las Vegas 
Trails & Open Space – The 
project goal is to create a 
connected network of trails, 
parks and open space at the 
desert edge. (Location: Las 
Vegas, Nevada) 

o Pony Express 
National Historic Trail – The 
project goal is to develop 
a trail concept plan for the 
Upper Kingsbury Grade 
segment of the Pony Express 
National Historic Trail. 
(Location: Kingsbury, Nevada)
 
o Tahoe-Pyramid 
Bikeway – The project goal 
is to rehab portions of the 
24 mile trail section of the 

  www.ironsmith.biz
    

tmbollards paver-gratetree grates  trench grates

Available in round, square and 
rectangular configurations. 
  

IRONSMITH Castings are made 
from recycled materials and are 
available in iron, aluminum and 
bronze.

Olympian offers 1/4” slot open-
ings for pedestrian safety.
Olympian offers 1

 Leadership by design
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ADVOCACY DAY REPORT – WASHINGTON D.C. , 4/27/2017
Senate & Congress

by Jack Zunino, FASLA, & Laura Miller, ASLA

Going to Capitol Hill is always 
an experience.  The dark wood 
furniture and moldings, the long 
hallways with door after door, the 
hustle and bustle all around you, 
and the pomp and circumstance 
makes for quite the experience.

Lucy Joyce, ASLA, Laura 
Miller, ASLA, and I traveled to 
Washington DC to meet with 
our state Senators and Congress 
representatives to represent you 
as your ASLA elected officials.  All 
50 states participated in Advocacy 
Day.  We were well prepared to 
talk about the issues that are 
directly related to our profession 
of Landscape Architecture. Our 
national organization of ASLA, 
which organized Advocacy Day, 
supported us every step of the 
way from coaching us on key 
legislative issues, to holding 
conference calls for question and 
answer sessions, to presenting 
webinars and providing us with 

research material.  They also made 
calls and sent emails to secure 
appointments with the Legislators 
and their staff.  We were able to 
personally meet with Senator 
Masto-Cortez, Congresswoman 
Rosen, Congressman Amodei, and 
with Senator Heller’s staff as he 
was unavailable as were Senator 
Titus and Congressman Kihuen.

The three main bills/topics we 
were most interested in presenting 
and discussing were:

The first was TIGER.  TIGER 
(Transportation Investment 
Generating Economic Recovery) 
Grants are a supplementary 
discretionary grant program 
included in the American Recover 
& Reinvestment Act of 2009. The 
eligibility requirements of TIGER 
allow project sponsors at the 
State and local levels to obtain 
funding for multi-modal, multi-
jurisdictional projects that are 

more difficult to support through 
traditional DOT programs.  While 
TIGER can fund projects that 
have a local match as low as 20% 
of the total project costs, TIGER 
projects have historically achieved, 
on average, co-investment of 
3.5 dollars (including other 
Federal, State, local, private, and 
philanthropic funds) for every 
TIGER dollar invested. TIGER has 
been a beneficial program for our 
State and Nation.  We advocated 
the annual refinance of the 
program but further advocated 
the perpetual fund without a 
yearly review and approval.  An 
example of a TIGER grant in 
Las Vegas is the 16-mile Sahara 
corridor, realignment dedicated 
to bus lanes, bike paths, and 
environmentally appropriate 
landscaping.

Senator Cortez-Masto, 
Congresswoman Rosen, and 
Congressman Amodei were all V I C T O R S T A N L E Y . C O M

Never make a half-empty pickup again.

A wireless sensor and service that continuously monitors fill level, system temperature, weight, location and collection status, Relay is invisible to 
the public eye but you can log in and see how to maximize efficiencies in collection planning, scheduling, and routing. Victor Stanley is the only 

company that manufactures both the sensor and the receptacles that they fit (or retrofit). Innovative thinking we’ve been known for since 1962.

Contact Raelynn Mikell at raelynnm@victorstanley.com

I N T R O D U C I N G  V I C T O R  S T A N L E Y  R E L AY TM

US Patents D710,625 S; D710,139 S.

US Patent D785,269 S.
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RIVERS, TRAILS, AND CONSERVING NEVADA

Continued from page 11

* Included with every Hunter purchase

When you choose Hunter, you get more than just innovative irrigation products. You get 
access to hundreds of people with decades of experience in our industry. In the field, at 
the office, or in the factory, we’re here to support you and your business every day.

For additional information  
about Hunter Industries, visit 
hunterindustries.com/included

A Support SyStem thAt JuSt Won’t Quit.

Dig’ started around October 
1923 lasting until February 
1963 and it ultimately was 
able to determine that there 
were people living in this 
area ~11,000 years ago. This 
site utilized the brand new 
technology of Carbon-14 
dating which won the Nobel 
Prize for chemistry in 1960. 
Carbon-14 dating was 
discovered by William Libby 
and he picked Tule Springs 
to test it because there was 
so much promise of finding 
evidence of ancient humans 
from previous discoveries.

Today TUSK looks much 
different. Curt showed a photo 
where a layer of shotgun shells 
who knows how thick covers 
the ground in the hundreds of 

cubic yards in my mind. TUSK 
has been warranted CERCLA 
a.k.a. Superfund (1980) status 
(a very bad hazardous waste 
federal designation) because 
of all the dumped TVs, 
computer parts, appliances, 
ammunition casings, etc. A 
group of local volunteers call 
themselves Protectors of Tule 
Springs – P.O.T.S. and provide 
a watchful eye on this land, as 
well as, host various clean-
up efforts and educational 
outreach in coordination with 
NPS. Unique geologic features 
which can be seen today are 
TUFA remnants. Tufa is a 
CaCO3 compound which is 
the by-product of the historic 
streambeds.  An adjacent 
housing development will 
integrate a community trail 

called the “Tufa Trail” as 
part of their master plan in 
coordination with the nearby 
monument.

This monument is fairly new 
so there is no standalone 
visitor center at this time.  
However, there are a few 
notable access points to go 
check out TUSK:
Intersection of Durango Drive 
/ Moccasin Road, Decatur 
Boulevard / Moccasin Road 
(Badlands formations), and 
you can visit either side of 
the Desert National Wildlife 
Refuge Center a.k.a. Corn 
Creek. My recommendation is 
to wait until our temperatures 
cool off. I visited the refuge in 
May and it was already 
getting toasty. 



. Have you ever thought of writing an article? 

. How about sharing a photo or upcoming   
   event? 

. Have an event, job opening or something else          
   to announce?
 
. Or maybe you just want to see your name/
   photo in print.

We’d love to highlight your creativity in the 
newsletter. Feel free to submit any relevant item 
to the newsletter editor. 

Please limit articles to 350 words and be sure to 
include references or links for more information. 
Submit to: editor@nvasla.com by the due date 
ahead of the month you’d like your article/image/
event to appear.

THE NEWSLETTER 2017
Submit to editor@nvasla.com
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newsletter 
submission 

due dates:

July 22

August 19

september 16

OctOber 21

NOvember 18

December 16

Not a member (or still considering 
renewal) of ASLA and NVASLA?
Discover the many benefits of joining/renewing! Without the support of 
members the Nevada Chapter of ASLA would not be as strong as it is. Mem-
berships allow NVASLA and ASLA National to provide you with monthly in-
formation on relevant developments within the field nor able to provide ad-
vocacy for you within the state of Nevada.
 
Join: http://www.asla.org/join.aspx

Renew: http://www.asla/org/renew.aspx

Benefits: http://www.asla.org/benefits.aspx


