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“Surgically Clean” outdoor 
spaces are maintained for 
guests at the Wynn along 
the noise of Las Vegas Blvd.  
There was a moment that 
the Wynn was to be named 
Le Reve, but the company 
sought a stronger branding 
strategy beyond a single 
property. In an article written 
by Liz Benston on June 24, 
2003 in the Las Vegas Sun it 
is written, “’Everyone knows 
intuitively what the name 
Wynn stands for,’ brand 
expert Peter Arnell said in a 
statement. ‘It is a brand that 
already exists, but until now 
has remained behind the 
scenes. If ever there were 
a time to put a face on the 
Wynn name it would be now. 
It provides accountability for 

Figure 1: Entrance Atrium Display
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40+ years 
of providing                    
desert-adapted 
plants to you!

www.mswn.com

1-800-840-8509

Please come join us for the ending social event for World 
Landscape Architecture Month at the Springs Preserve on 

May 4th, 2017!!!

This event has been carefully crafted for NVASLA landscape architects and friends 
and can include:

-strolling the garden

-food, drink and merriment with colleagues and friends at the Springs Preserve Cafe 
happy Hour

-learning about a prominent early 20th century female landscape architect Beatrix 
Farrand by watching a movie

-meeting a six-time Emmy Award documentary winning filmmaker, Karyl Evans

For details, click here: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/world-landscape-
architecture-month-social-and-film-screening-tickets-33458341801

*Please reserve tickets in advance, so that we can get a head count for 
food and drink.*



VAUGHN RINNER
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April 
Speaker

April  
Sponsor

Thanks goes out to 
Belgard, a loyal supporter 
of the Nevada Chapter 
of ASLA. They were 
the luncheon sponsor 
for our membership 
meeting held April 12, 
2017 at UNCE. They 
have products that are 
specified by many local 
Landscape Architects 
because of Belgards 
quality and product 
diversity. At this meeting, 
Antonio Fernandez, 
showcased their 
porcelain pavers. They 
come in many different 
and exciting styles, 
colors, and textures. 

The Northern Section of 
NVASLA in Reno and the 
Nevada Chapter ASLA 
in Las Vegas hosted our 
National ASLA President, 
Vaughn Rinner, at our 
April 12, 2017 meeting. The 
Northern Section host was 
the Sierra Arts Foundation 
in the historic downtown 
Riverside Hotel and the 
Southern Section host 
was Nevada Cooperative 
Extension Service.
Vaughn Rinner, FASLA, 
is a graduate of Iowa 
State University, Vaughn 
has worked for 40 years 
in both small landscape 
architectural firms and as a 
partner in interdisciplinary 
firms. She currently resides 

A premier product for 
use here in Las Vegas 
because of their beauty, 
slip resistance, and ability 
to withstand our climate.

Thanks, Belgard, for your 
continued support.

The new, special print supplement Your Land was recently produced in response to 
interest by ASLA members to introduce the profession of landscape architecture to 
students from grade school through high school.   Your Land was issued with the April 
issue of Landscape Architecture Magazine.    The supplement was designed to help our 
youth discover the landscape architecture profession.   Your Land is free and can be 
ordered in bulk for classroom or group uses.     

Full Circle Soils and Compost was our generous sponsor.  They kicked off the meeting 
with a lively presentation about their locally made products including compost, 
specialty soils and custom blended materials.   We discovered that the University of 
Nevada, Reno landscape grounds department has been using Full Circle compost 
products which has drastically improved lawn and plant health while reducing the 
need for chemical fertilizers.  

Much thanks goes to Full Circle and Belgard for sponsoring the meeting and to Vaughn 
for her long day to both Las Vegas and Reno to keep us informed about the important 
work of ASLA!    

 

 

 

Figure 1 -  Vaughn Rinner/FASLA speaking to the Northern Section NVASLA in Reno. 

 

APRIL LUNCHEON SPEAKER 

 

Thanks goes out to Belgard, a loyal supporter of the Nevada Chapter of ASLA.  They were the luncheon 
sponsor for our membership meeting held April 12, 2017 at UNCE.  They have products that are 
specified by many local Landscape Architects because of Belgards quality and product diversity.  At this 
meeting, Antonio Fernandez, showcased their porcelain pavers. They come in many different and 
exciting styles, colors, and textures.  A premier product for use here in Las Vegas because of their 
beauty, slip resistance, and ability to withstand our climate. 

Thanks, Belgard, for your continued support. 

   

Continued on page 7

By Barbara Santner, Northern Section NVASLA Chairperson

by Jack Zunino, FASLA

Figure 1 - Vaughn Rinner/FASLA speaking to the Northern Section NVASLA 
in Reno.



Receptacles that control waste. Including wastes of time.

Never make a half-full collection again. A wireless sensor and service that continuously monitors fill level, system temperature, 
weight, location and collection status, Relay is invisible to the public eye but you can log in and see how to maximize 

efficiencies in collection planning, scheduling, and routing. Victor Stanley is the only company that manufactures both the 
sensor and the receptacles that they fit (or retrofit). Innovative thinking we’ve been known for since 1962.

Contact Raelynn Mikell at raelynnm@victorstanley.com

I N T R O D U C I N G  V I C T O R  S T A N L E Y  R E L AY TM

V I C T O R S T A N L E Y . C O M

US Patent D785,269

Canada       153909.
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  www.ironsmith.biz
    

tmbollards paver-gratetree grates  trench grates

Available in round, square and 
rectangular configurations. 
  

IRONSMITH Castings are made 
from recycled materials and are 
available in iron, aluminum and 
bronze.

Olympian offers 1/4” slot open-
ings for pedestrian safety.
Olympian offers 1

 Leadership by design

these exciting new ventures, 
as well as ensures the high 
standards of excellence” 
for which Wynn resorts are 
known, he said’”. Aside from 
the horticultural experience I 
am sharing with you I find the 
generational theming of our 
resort and casino generations 
fascinating. In reference to 

the iconic architecture book, 
Learning from Las Vegas 
by Robert Venturi, Denise 
Scott Brown and Steven 
Izenour, the Strip moved into 
the person as monument or 
brand phase with Wynn Las 
Vegas. 

Walking the property with 

5 other NVASLA members 
and Gary Cramer, Director 
of Horticulture at Wynn Las 
Vegas I got the impression 
that the “best of everything” 
matters in upholding the 
guest experience.  We all 
met for the tour at the bloom 
bursting atrium islands before 
merging into all things casino.  

WYNN Las Vegas: Horticulture Tour 

Continued from page 1

Continued on page 14

Figure 2: Olea europaea ‘Wilsonii’ 
Arch

Figure 3: Rosa x ‘Radtko’ Plant 
Patent #16,202 Planting Figure 4: Tecoma trellis feature
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Create the settings for moments that
Belgard is your resource for outdoor living inspiration, planning and installation.  From charming  
walkways and welcoming patios to gourmet outdoor kitchens – the possibilities are endless.

Start now with your FREE idea book at Belgard.com/AD

last a lifetime…

in Seattle. Vaughn’s 
sustained involvement in 
ASLA has been an integral 
part of her landscape 
architecture practice. In 
acknowledgement of her 
dedicated service to the 
society she was honored 
to receive the 2014 ASLA 
Presidents Medal. Vaughn 
spoke about the many areas 
in which ASLA provides 
service to our members.
ASLA provides advocacy 
at both the federal and 
state levels. The I-Advocate 
system on the ASLA 
website allows members to 
support issues important to 
ASLA by signing petitions 
which are then distributed 
to decision makers through 
ASLA. This is an easy to use 

system to support issues 
important to our profession 
and it includes a helpful 
link to find policymakers in 
your area. Bills selected for 
support by ASLA are those 
that further the mission 
of landscape architecture 
and our practice. For 
example, a bill selected by 
ASLA supports a center of 
excellence for innovative 
storm water control 
infrastructure. Additionally, 
ASLA released a document 
describing priorities to 
update and strengthen all 
forms of infrastructure. 
Entitled “Landscape 
Architects Leading 
Community Infrastructure 
Design and Development”, 
the document promotes 

less-costly green 
infrastructure solutions in 
four areas including:
- fixing our nation’s water 
management systems
- upgrading to a multimodal 
transportation network
- recognizing public lands, 
parks, and recreation as 
critical infrastructure
- designing for resiliency.
ASLA also works to improve 
the understanding of how 
landscape architects have 
the skills and training 
to help communities 
find resilient paths to 
adjust to climate change. 
Through advocacy and 
collaboration, the ASLA is 
working to create a broader 
understanding of the role 
landscape architects play 

VAUGHN RINNER
Continued from page 4

Continued on page 9



GET READY TOGO
APRIL 2017

DESIGN. CULTURE. CRAFT.

A new way to connect to  
nature and each other.

Live | Learn | Work | Care | Play | Travel | Outside 

The GO Outdoor Table:  
Designed by Landscape Forms

Find us at landscapeforms.com or  
contact us toll free at 800.430.6202.
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* Included with every Hunter purchase

When you choose Hunter, you get more than just innovative irrigation products. You get 
access to hundreds of people with decades of experience in our industry. In the field, at 
the office, or in the factory, we’re here to support you and your business every day.

For additional information  
about Hunter Industries, visit 
hunterindustries.com/included

A Support SyStem thAt JuSt Won’t Quit.

VAUGHN RINNER
Continued from page 7

the landscape architecture 
profession. Your Land is free 
and can be ordered in bulk 
for classroom or group uses.
Full Circle Soils and 
Compost was our generous 
sponsor. They kicked off 
the meeting with a lively 
presentation about their 
locally made products 
including compost, specialty 
soils and custom blended 
materials. We discovered 
that the University of 
Nevada, Reno landscape 
grounds department has 
been using Full Circle 
compost products which 
has drastically improved 
lawn and plant health while 
reducing the need for 
chemical fertilizers.
Much thanks goes to Full 

Circle and Belgard for 
sponsoring the meeting 
and to Vaughn for her long 
day to both Las Vegas and 
Reno to keep us informed 
about the important work of 
ASLA!

in this important arena. 
Resilient communities 
must be adaptable, work 
with natural systems and 
must address issues of 
environmental justice. and 
support cultural and social 
diversity in addressing the 
impacts of climate change.
The new, special print 
supplement Your Land 
was recently produced 
in response to interest 
by ASLA members to 
introduce the profession of 
landscape architecture to 
students from grade school 
through high school. Your 
Land was issued with the 
April issue of Landscape 
Architecture Magazine. The 
supplement was designed 
to help our youth discover 



Melissa Gonzalez from Mother Earth Studio recently held a bee box 
workshop at Vegenation in Downtown Las Vegas to talk about the 
importance of solitary bees. Melissa, a graduate from the UNLV 
Landscape Architecture Program (2015), is a local landscape contractor 
that focuses on pollinators and creating habitats for them to thrive in our 
urban environment.

When people think of bees, they think of bees that live in colonies 
and make honey like the honeybee, which are classified as social bees. 
Solitary bees live alone and their only purpose is to mate and pollinate. 
Over 90% of all bee species are solitary so there are a ton of diversity 
such as the mason, carpenter, leaf-cutter, squash, mining, and sweat 
bees that need a safe place to nest. The workshop focused on crafting 
a simple wood block with drilled holes as a home for some of these 
species of solitary bees. These bees rely on a variety of these types of 
homes to survive in our cities. The reason why they are important is that 
solitary bees pollinate more the world’s flora than social bees. A fun 
fact is that solitary bees can be 100 times more efficient in pollinating 
than a social bee. That means that most of our food has the potential of 
coming from these critters rather than social bees that have been facing 
problems such as colony collapse disorder (CCD) and other issues. Facts 
and concepts like this is what motivates Melissa to spread awareness of 
these solitary bees and showed how simple it is to make a difference.

Overall, I had lots of fun documenting this workshop and seeing the 
enthusiasm of everyone learning something new and creating shelters 
to help our ecology. I want to thank Melissa Gonzalez for inviting me, her 
passion and dedication for these critters is admiring. I would recommend 
doing some research to learn more about these pollinators that live with 
us everyday. Let’s save the bees!

BEE BOX WORKSHOP

by Diego Alvarez
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Submit 
articles, 
updates, 
events, & 
photos to:

editor
@nvasla.com

Bee Box Workshop by Mother Earth Studio Photo by Diego Alvarez

*Check out Pollinator Partnership (http://www.pollinator.org/) for more 
information on solitary bees and other pollinators*
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THANKS TO 
OUR ANNUAL
2017 SPONSORS!

OLMSTED LEVEL
 > HUNTER INDUSTRIES
 > IRONSMITH
 > NEVADA SALES AGENCY
 > RAINBIRD

 > VICTOR STANLEY

ECKBO LEVEL
 > GOTHIC LANDSCAPE
 > GPH IRRIGATION PRODUCTS
 > MOUNTAIN STATES 
    WHOLESALE NURSERY
 > BELGARD



25 WA

Saving tomorrow’s water by starting today.  

That’s intelligent.

Visit 25Ways.RainBird.com for all the tips and  
resources you need to start saving more water.

Together, we can make a difference.
At Rain Bird, we believe that saving water is a responsibility that we all share. Our industry can have 
a tremendous impact on water conservation by installing more efficient systems and teaching 
customers how to use them correctly. To help you and your customers, we’ve condensed our 
80‑plus years of irrigation expertise into one place — 25Ways.RainBird.com — full of practical tips 
and advice to help anyone, anywhere, who wants to improve their watering efficiency.

DAVE CHANDLER
Area Specification Manager

Rain Bird Corporation

(801) 664-6798

dchandler@rainbird.com
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Email:
president
@nvasla.com 

President’s Message 
(Opinion and Nothing More) 

 
As a Landscape Architect, I wake up every morning and I am so happy that I have chosen (or it chose me) 
this profession of Landscape Architecture.  NOT REALLY! 
 
Not every day, but most days, since 2008 the business end of Landscape Architecture has been 
challenging to say the least.  There have been fewer jobs, clients that arbitrarily want to reduce fees but 
not scope, smaller projects, fewer “Heritage” type projects, and people starting their own business 
working out of their house (like I did) because they were laid off.  A positive to having less work available 
is that fewer out-of-state LA’s are trying to capitalize on our market.  I have been in meetings where we 
have pretty much agreed on scope and fee with staff and the manager walks into the room and states 
“everything looks fine, you just need to reduce your fee by 20% so we can get it approved by the 
governing entity.”  Figure that one out.  
 
However, I do see the market improving, hallelujah!  Those of us who have stuck with it and lasted 
through it all can breathe a sigh of relief, BUT you don’t recover overnight.  It’s going to take some 
recovery time or rehab to get caught up.  That’s the beauty of our profession, we don’t have a lot of 
overhead and our service is design.  We don’t spend a lot of money for supplies or products to resell. So 
our recovery time is shortened by the fact that we don’t have to unload inventory or buy the latest and 
greatest products to stay in the game. 
 
I truly believe that having ups and downs, hills and valleys, and good and bad is part of life.  God didn’t 
make us or the world perfect.  There are going to be good and bad days.  Enjoy the good days and learn 
from the bad. 
 

I do feel very privileged to be a Landscape Architect.  I can drive 
around town and see the hundreds of projects JWZ and other L.A.’s 
have designed.  I can fly in a plane and see the visual impact 
Landscape Architect designed projects have made on the 
appearance of this city.  Large and small, greenish dots are scattered 
all over the valley.  Curved roadways gently move through the 
topographic undulations.  Kids are running back and forth on 
manicured lawns.  Towering buildings are softened and shaded by 
trees.  What wonderful sights.  It is quite surreal if you really think 
about it.  The projects we have completed will still be here after my 
ashes are jarred up.  They will outlive us all! 
 
To quote Louie Armstrong from his three minute and eight second 
song, “What a Wonderful World.” 
 
So get out and enjoy every day.  While you are out there appreciate 
what you have and how Landscape Architecture affects your life. 

 
Jack Zunino, FASLA 

April was a busy month for the Nevada Chapter ASLA. World Landscape Architecture Month 
brought our president, Vaughn Rinner, FASLA out to Las Vegas for our chapter luncheon 
meeting, our executive committee met for Chapter business, and four excellent UNLV 
student interviews with local landscape architects were posted. ASLA members participated 
in the Shadow Mentor Day with local firms and UNLV students, the student portfolio review 
was held by our local ASLA members, and three members of ASLA participated in Career 
Day at Diskin Elementary School. It has definitely been a fun filled month and we’re starting 
May off with a social event and film screening on the 5th @ 4:00 pm at the Las Vegas 
Springs Preserve. Can’t wait for that!

Our chapter donated $500 to the AIA local chapter to assist them in their political pursuit to 
get the State Lien law revised. As your president, I also participated in the meetings to write 
language and have a bill submitted in Carson City. AIA Nevada has been working on a bill 
resolution that would give Architects (and related design professionals) the ability to more 
effectively lien a project on their behalf. Currently we don’t have the ability to lien a project 
for design and planning services that are provided prior to the beginning of construction. 
Mike Hillerby reported that Senator Roberson received so much push back from contractors 
and developers in objection to the language of the bill that he pulled it from being heard in 
the Judiciary Committee. Hillerby contacted individual contractors and the AGC to explain 
the purpose of the bill but they stated that they were afraid changing the language would 
allow bankers and mortgage companies to move to the front of the line in collecting for 
services provided on projects. Since we’re not able to come to any resolution with those in 
opposition to our bill we missed the final deadline for bills this session of the legislature and 
will now have to wait until 2019 to bring it up again. The AIA Ex Com agreed to continue to 
work on the bill in the interim and to be ready to present a more comprehensive and unified 
effort in 2019. So it is dead in the water for now!

Our next luncheon meeting is June 14. The speaker will be Deb Reardon from the National 
Park Service talking about the exciting (and beneficial to ASLA) Rivers, Trails, and 
Conservation Assistance Program”. It’s a program you won’t want to miss.
I’ll report on our Washington DC Advocacy Day and CPC meetings in next month’s 
newsletter.

Get out and enjoy the remarkable weather we are having across the state and do one small 
thing every day to help preserve and protect our environment.

Best Regards,
Jack Zunino, FASLA NVASLA Chapter President

by Jack Zunino, FASLA

PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE
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We were informed that the 
plants are irrigated by drip 
irrigation and Roger Thomas 
selects seasonal color for the 
displays. “He has a preference 
for green flowers” noted Gary 
Cramer. Roger Thomas is an 
American interior designer 
best known for his work on 
resort hotels and casinos 

in Las Vegas, including the 
Bellagio, Wynn Las Vegas and 
Encore Las Vegas. He is the 
gentleman that invents the 
visual magic that you see at 
the Wynn Las Vegas inside 
and outside.

As we continued through 
the casino heading towards 

the pool area before they 
open at 8:00 a.m. we paused 
at a distance looking at 
this natural glow entering 
the typically windowless 
gaming corridors. Gary 
Cramer explained that this 
was the perfect example of 
what Steve Wynn thinks the 
important elements are in the 

*JOB POSTING*

Attanasio Landscape Architecture

ALA is seeking a qualified Designer, Drasftperson and Renderer with a 
minimum 3 years experience in a professional landscape architecture 

office. Must have strong AutoCAD and Sketchup experience. Also, work-
ing experience with Lumion rendering software or willingness to learn. 

Competitive salary/benefits/401K Safe Harbor package will be consistent 
with demonstrated experience and qualifications. Please email letter of 

interest and electronic portfolio to info@ala-lv.com. 
No phone calls please.

WYNN Las Vegas: Horticulture Tour 

Continued from page 6

Continued on page 16

Figure 5: Chairman’s Salon Figure 6: Roses in the cooler Figure 7: Floral Center work space
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On April 7, 2017, Jackie 
Lizaola, ASLA, Nairee 
Aguilian, ASLA, and Jack 
Zunino, FASLA, volunteered 
at Pat Diskin Elementary 
School for the annual Career 
Day.

We enlightened more than 
150 4th and 5th graders on 
how fun and challenging 
Landscape Architecture can 
be. I truly believe they all had 
a good time and walked away 
from our presentation with a 
great understanding of what 
it means to be a Landscape 
Architect and what an 
exciting and rewarding 
profession it can be.

We presented general facts 
about what L.A.’s do, what 
it takes to get licensed, 
and “pretty” pictures of 

many different types of 
Landscape Architectural 
projects from large scale 
parks to intimate residential 
gardens. We ended each of 
our six sessions with a crayon 
drawing/coloring park project 
that the students were tasked 
with producing on a piece of 
11 x 17 paper.

The park was intended to 
be a representation of what 
their ideal park would look 
like. The students were very 
excited to draw, create, and 
use examples from some 
of the landscape pictures 
they had been shown in 
the presentation. We also 
gave them some park 
element ideas to add to their 
drawings, but they really took 
this project and ran with it, 
impressing us all with their 

creativity and imagination. 
All of the students had grass, 
shaded picnic areas, and 
soccer fields, but some came 
up with skate parks and even 
dog parks!

The students were very well 
behaved and respectful to 
us. Some of them had great 
questions at the end of our 
presentation. The day went 
by quickly and the six groups 
eventually wore us out, but 
the experience was well 
worth it for the three of us. 
We were rewarded by their 
sincere thanks and friendly 
smiles.

NVASLA Career Day 
By: Jack Zunino 

 

On April 7, 2017, Jackie Lizaola, ASLA, Nairee Aguilian, ASLA, and Jack Zunino, FASLA, volunteered at Pat 
Diskin Elementary School for the annual Career Day. 

We enlightened more than 150 4th 
and 5th graders on how fun and 
challenging Landscape Architecture 
can be.  I truly believe they all had a 
good time and walked away from 
our presentation with a great 
understanding of what it means to 
be a Landscape Architect and what 
an exciting and rewarding profession 
it can be. 

We presented general facts about 
what L.A.’s do, what it takes to get 
licensed, and “pretty” pictures of 
many different types of Landscape 
Architectural projects from large 

scale parks to intimate residential gardens.  We ended each of our six sessions with a crayon 
drawing/coloring park project that the students were tasked with producing on a piece of 11 x 17 paper. 

The park was intended to be a representation of what their ideal park would look like.  The students 
were very excited to draw, create, and use examples from some of the landscape pictures they had been 
shown in the presentation.  We also gave them some park element ideas to add to their drawings, but 
they really took this project and ran with it, impressing us all with their creativity and imagination.  All of 
the students had grass, shaded picnic areas, and soccer fields, but some came up with skate parks and 
even dog parks! 

The students were very well behaved and respectful to us.  Some of them had great questions at the 
end of our presentation.  The day went by quickly and the six groups eventually wore us out, but the 
experience was well worth it for the three of us.  We were rewarded by their sincere thanks and friendly 
smiles. 

 

 

CAREER DAY
by Jack Zunino, FASLA
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resort experience: light, water 
and plants. We set our gaze 
on a window illuminating a 
dark-green foliated backdrop 
highlighting a “Fermob” 
paprika colored lotus flower 
with water flowing over it 
into a small fountain pool 
below. Moving towards the 
pool area we stepped into 
a greenhouse-like setting 
known as the “Tower Suites” 
south valet entrance which 
features koi and a green 
jungle of exotic plants. This is 
where Gary likes to come and 
feed the fish when he needs a 
moment to reflect. 

The pool area is maintained 
by a group of dedicated 
landscape staff that are 
educated the “Wynn Way”. 
We are greeted by the head 
of this group, Mark Kuhn, Pool 

WYNN Las Vegas: Horticulture Tour 

Continued from page 14

Area Supervisor. He shared 
with us the difficulties of 
maintaining an outdoor space 
that is constantly interfaced 
with weather, creatures and 
people. Tecoma x ‘Orange 
Jubilee’, Tecoma stans 
‘Sparklette’, Rosa x ‘Radtko’ 
Plant Patent #16,202 and 
Olea europaea ‘Wilsonii’ 
arches were the plant 
highlights for me. 

These plants have been 
selected to withstand our 
extreme temperatures and 
exhibit consistent foliage and 
colorful blooms throughout 
our hot summer months. 
Although I would not have 
known this without being 
told, the recent wind storm, 
took out a few mature trees 
and a cabana structure bent 
a trellised plant that was 

Figure 8: Wynn Las Vegas Map

quickly repaired before our 
tour. The maintenance team 
makes miracles happen we 
were assured.

We then made our way 
to the Chairman’s Salon 
where hand-pruned Punica 
granatum, Prunus caroliniana 
and Buxus species abound. 
Extreme care is taken for the 
special space that is reserved 
for chairmen only. We then 
proceeded with caution 
walking through a hallway, 
down an elevator and more 
hallways, I think (I am sort of 
disoriented now). This is the 
underground to the Wynn 
where all staff shuffle below 
unknowingly to the guests 
above. The doors open and 
we find ourselves embraced 
by the smell of the Flower 
Center.  All flower displays 

Continued on page 17
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WYNN Las Vegas: Horticulture Tour 

Continued from page 16

Figure 9: most of the group at the pool area

are prepared and garnished 
by another staff of dedicated 
employees that make the 
Wynn floral magic happen. 
Not only do they have to have 
flowers for planned events 
and spaces, but just-in-case 
flowers for the wedding event 
that a guest wants because 
they decided today was the 
day. Roses and Orchids as the 
top two choices of fresh cut 
flowers.

Towards the end of our 
tour Gary talked about 
maintaining “The Mountain” 
that is located at the corner 
of the property along Las 
Vegas Blvd. and Sands 
Avenue. Steve Wynn is known 
for his mountain and water 
features fronting properties, 
but with this project it was 
used a little differently. The 

mountain feature was used 
as a buffer from the noise 
of the Strip exhibiting and 
outside-in relationship. This 
mountain feature landscaping 
requires a uniquely trained 
maintenance team of four 
people to repell the mountain 
harnessed at all times while 
working. Gary also noted 
there are 2500 trees to be 
maintained on property; a 
mini forest in the middle of 
the Strip.

Walking back through the 
hallways, casino and to 
my car parked in the self-
parking garage (thankful 
for no fees for self-parking, 
so far) the word “escapism” 
came to mind. The Wynn Las 
Vegas captures this word’s 
ultimate identity amongst the 
contrasting adjacent noise 

and surrounding parched 
Mojave Desert.

Article Reference: https://
lasvegassun.com/
news/2003/jun/24/le-reve-
resort-renamed/

Wynn Las Vegas Map 
copied from http://www.
smartervegas.com/hotels/
wynn/propertymap.aspx

Figure 1: Photo provided by 
Jennifer Margison



 

 

Design Accompanist Job Posting 
You are curious by nature and want to learn everything about your environment. You also enjoy exploring 
ways to improve upon your environment, both natural and built. You find satisfaction in creating something 
with lasting value for you, your clients, and your community. You desire to find employment where your 
feelings are shared by your colleagues, where the work is meaningful, and where you can see yourself as a 
part of a bigger picture. Oh yeah, and you LOVE Landscape Architecture!  

At Aria Landscape Architecture, we LOVE, LOVE, LOVE Landscape Architecture, so it makes sense to us 
that our new hires do as well. Aria was started in 2013 to promote environmental stewardship, strong 
communities and beautiful spaces.  As a growing start-up firm, change is inevitable.  It is important to us 
that “change” is not a scary word for you and you can thrive in an organization that is regularly adapting 
and evolving to become a better version of ourselves than we were yesterday.   

Ideal Candidate Characteristics: 

You are:  

 Creative. 
 Detail oriented. 
 Enjoyable to be around and enjoy collaborating with others. 
 Excited to learn new things.  
 Passionate about design and its effect on the environment and         

community. 

You have: 

 A Bachelor’s or Master’s degree in Landscape Architecture from an accredited university 
 Strong working knowledge of AutoCAD, SketchUp, Photoshop, InDesign and Microsoft 

Office (Word, Excel, and Powerpoint). 
 Excellent written and oral communication skills. 
 The ability to work in a team environment and on your own when necessary.  
 Positive attitude and a strong work ethic. 

Technologies we use: 

 AutoCAD 
 Microstation 
 SketchUp 
 Adobe Creative Suite 
 Microsoft Office  
 G-Suite 
 Asana 

Candidates with additional background in ecology, native and adaptive plant selection, graphic design and 
other skills or software that has not been previously identified are encouraged to share details. 

This is a full-time position with potential overtime as project schedules demand.  

If your skills and personality mesh with our ideal candidate characteristics, we want to talk to YOU!  Please 
email the following to humanresources@arialandscape.com (no calls please): 

 A letter introducing yourself 
 Resume 
 Work Samples 



MAY 2, 2017

AS L A Wor ld  L andsc ape 
Architecture Month Instagram 
Account Takeover

MAY 4, 2017

Evening Social And Film Screening  
5:00 p.m. @ At The Springs 
Preserve Theater: “The Life and 
Gardens of Beatrix Farrand”

MAY 12, 2017 

Executive Committee Meeting in 
LV 9:30 @ JW ZUNINO North 
Conference call

JUNE 9, 2017 

Executive Committee Meeting in 
LV 9:30 @ JW ZUNINO North ( live 
Trustee & Chair)

JUNE 14, 2017

Luncheon No. 3 (confirmed)

Room B and C

Sponsor: Nevada Sales

Speaker: Debora Reardon from the 
National Park Service - Rivers, Trails 
and Conservation Assistance 
Program

11:00 a.m. set up time

11:45 a.m. start time

1:30 p.m. end time

JULY 14, 2017 

Executive Committee Meeting in 
LV 9:30 @ JW ZUNINO North 
conference call

AUGUST 2017

Mixer

Sponsor: Rainbird, Dave Chandler 
Location: TBD

AUGUST 9, 2017  

Luncheon No. 4 (confirmed)

Room B and C

Sponsor: GPH, Shelly Walker

Speaker: Lisa Ortega, Division of 
Forestry, and Brad Dasler, 
Horticulture Specialist for Clark 
County, Steve Glimp, Urban Forester 
for the City of Las Vegas – Trees, 
trees, glorious trees

11:00 a.m. set up time

11:45 a.m. start time

1:30 p.m. end time

AUGUST 11, 2017

Executive Committee Meeting in 
LV 9:30 @ JW ZUNINO

SEPTEMBER 8, 2017

Executive Committee Meeting in 
LV 9:30 @ JW ZUNINO

SEPTEMBER 15, 2017  

Park(ing) Day

OCTOBER 11, 2017 

Luncheon No. 5

Room B and C

Sponsor: Mountain States 
Wholesale Nursery, Jean Cote

Speaker: M.L. Robinson Tour of 
University of Nevada Cooperative 
Extension Garden 

11:00 a.m. set up time

11:45 a.m. start time

1:30 p.m. end time

OCTOBER 13, 2017 

Executive Committee Meeting in 
LV 9:30 @ JW ZUNINO North (live 
Trustee & Chair)

NOVEMBER 10, 2017 

Executive Committee Meeting in 
LV 9:30 @ JW ZUNINO

DECEMBER - TBD 

Pink Flamingo

2017 NVASLA SCHEDULE



. Have you ever thought of writing an article? 

. How about sharing a photo or upcoming   
   event? 

. Have an event, job opening or something else          
   to announce?
 
. Or maybe you just want to see your name/
   photo in print.

We’d love to highlight your creativity in the 
newsletter. Feel free to submit any relevant item 
to the newsletter editor. 

Please limit articles to 350 words and be sure to 
include references or links for more information. 
Submit to: editor@nvasla.com by the due date 
ahead of the month you’d like your article/image/
event to appear.

THE NEWSLETTER 2017
Submit to editor@nvasla.com

20

newsletter 
submission 

due dates:

May 20

June 17

July 22

august 19

septeMber 16

OctOber 21

nOveMber 18

DeceMber 16

Not a member (or still considering 
renewal) of ASLA and NVASLA?
Discover the many benefits of joining/renewing! Without the support of 
members the Nevada Chapter of ASLA would not be as strong as it is. Mem-
berships allow NVASLA and ASLA National to provide you with monthly in-
formation on relevant developments within the field nor able to provide ad-
vocacy for you within the state of Nevada.
 
Join: http://www.asla.org/join.aspx

Renew: http://www.asla/org/renew.aspx

Benefits: http://www.asla.org/benefits.aspx


